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Abstracts

Public land survey was conducted on 149 tracts in Beaverhead,
Silver Bow, Deer Lodge and liadison Counties., Of these tracts 100 were
recommended for retention from sale. Water shortage from irrigation and
other causes were again the main reasens for not recommending the other
27 tracts.

Ubiectivess

To appralse the public lands both under lezse and not under
lease for their value as public access to fishing waters of the State,
and to present these appraisals to the Montana State Board of Land Con=
missioners and the U. S. Bureau of Land Management for such action by
them as is appropriate to insure preservation of public access.

Techniques Useds

Each tract of public land on or neaxr water in Beaverhead,
Silver Bow, Deer Lodge, and most of Madison Counties was visited and
appraisals were made as follows:

3. Present land use

be The present and potential value In general terms of the
body of water for fishing and recreation

¢. Value of the land as puilic access to the water.

deo Present status of access to the water over each public
land tract

8. Possible conflict of present land use with proposed
for public access.

Appralisal reports and recommendations were written and pre=
sented to the State Board of Land Commissioners and the Bureau of Land
lanagement. Close contact was maintained by the project leader with the
Statoe Zoard of Land Commissioners and the DBureau of Land lManagement that
their action on the appraisals and recommendations may be followed.
Several tracts of public domain land were examined in scattered areas of
the State at the request of the Bureau of Land Management,



Findingss

The public land survey this year was started in Beaverhead
County on the Zeaverhead River drainage. This survey completed Seaver-
head County along with Silver Bow and Deer Lodge Counties. Iliadison
County was completed except for a few scattered tracts. Public land
in 149 tracts was exanined in the area. Cne hundred tracts (67%) were
recomnended for retention and forty-nine (33%) of little value for fishe
ing or recreation, were not s$o recormended. These percentages are pPrac=
tically the same as last year (68% recommended and 32% not recommended).

Water shortage from irrigation and other causes was again the
wain reasons for poor classification with 6tagnation and heavy silt loads
being secondary reasons for rejection.

In addition a public land map of the Smith River, Meagher and
Cascude Counties was prepared for the Fish and Game Department Engineert®s
use in opening access to Smith River.

Anslysis and Recommendationss

The public land survey provides information to the State Board
of Land Conmissioners and the Bureau of Land Management on values of
public land tracts to fishing amd recreation., The Connmissioner of State
Lands and Investments attaches the prepared reports to the file card for
each land tract of fishery value. This agreement with the Land Board
withholds the land from sale. The RBureau of Land Managerent keeps record
of our reconmendations and considers them along with other information
they have on land for which sale applications have been received.

The job was enlarged considerably this year by inclusion of
public domain land in the survey at the request of the Bureau of Land
tanagenent. :

Two men working last summer covered over twice as many tracts
as the first year. Due to the large increase in paper work it is recommended
that one full tiwe man be added with two part~time wen to help with summex
survey work. This will provide two crews of two men each for carrying
out the summer surveys,

Public land survey was conducted on 149 tracts in Beaverhead,
Silver Bow, Deer Lodge and Madison Counties. Of these tracts 67% were
recowsended for withholding from sale. Shortages of water from irrigation
and other causes were the main reasons for not recommending the remaining
33% for withholding.



Data and Reporiss

The original fileld records and reports are filed in the Helena

office.
Prepared by __ Clinton G. Bishoo Approved by
Date Hay 13, 1954




